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DANUBE RIVER BASIN –
800.000 km2; 15 contracting parties cooperating under ICPDR



BASIS FOR PLANNING & MANAGEMENT
IN THE DANUBE RIVER BASIN TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE HYDROPOWER



RIVER BASIN 
MANAGEMENT & PLANNING CYCLE

6-YEARS FREQUENCY

PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT 

TOOLS 

IMPLEMENTATION AND 

COORDINATION MECHANISM



2004 

PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT TOOLS 

2009 
2013 

2015 

Transnational Monitoring Network

2013 adopted by all ICPDR countries

For public bodies and competent 
authorities responsible for the planning 
and authorization of hydropower as well 
as NGOs - national, regional and local 
level in charge of energy, environment 
and water management.



IMPLEMENTATION AND COORDINATION MECHANISM

How to plan and manage hydropower towards basin-wide 

aims through national implementation?



SELECTED EXAMPLE:
IMPLEMENTATION & SOLUTIONS

IN THE DANUBE RIVER BASIN TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE HYDROPOWER



PRESSURES from Hydropower – as of 2015



WATER STATUS based on ALL Identified Pressures



JOINT PLANNING Tool/Overview for Basin-Wide Level



IMPLEMENTATION from 2015 to 2021



IMPLEMENTATION from 2015 to 2021
improvement measures towards sustainable hydropower 



CHALLENGES IN INTERNATIONAL BASINS
TOWARDS SUSTAINABLE HYDROPOWER



 Effective linkage between national and international level

 Implementation oriented and beyond theory

 Full understanding of basin-wide situation by national  level and 

respective efforts as well as measure implementation

 Full involvement AND commitment of/by hydropower sector

 Often problematic – how to overcome the challenge?

Possible Solutions ? 

 Thorough monitoring programmes that identify pressures/impacts 

 Clear planning strategy with identified management aims to be achieved

 Transparent presentation of results, pressures and impacts to all stakeholders

 Highlight and ensure economic benefits (hydropwer) as far as possible

 Communicate implementation successes AND failures



Thank you for your attention !
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Pressures Stemming from Hydropower



Pressures Stemming from Hydropower


